Gallbladder changes in neonatal hepatitis: markedly thickened wall and lack of contractility.
The gallbladder wall changes were observed on ultrasonography during the course of a patient with neonatal hepatitis. The gallbladder was not detected at 53 days of age, but on the next day its wall was observed to be markedly thickened and without contraction following the administration of cerulein. It had a thinner wall at 57 days of age and reacted to cerulein. The wall thickness and contractility went together with the improvement of jaundice and liver function tests. Histological diagnosis was compatible with neonatal hepatitis. Ultrasonographic detection of the gallbladder has been helpful to differentiate neonatal hepatitis from biliary atresia. It is reported to be compatible with neonatal hepatitis to detect a normal-sized gallbladder or its contraction following cerulein administration or feeding. Since this case did not meet these criteria initially, thickened wall of the gallbladder may be an additional finding indicating neonatal hepatitis. The importance of repeated ultrasonography and clinical correlation was stressed.